
Sales centre opening
We’re working hard on our sales centre on the 
development, which will open in the summer. 
We’ll have a range of homes available during 
the first phase of our sales launch and anyone 
wishing to register an interest in buying a home 
on the development can email  
cottier.grange@gentoohomes.com with a 
contact name, contact details and details of 
any interest in a particular house size.

We’re sorry for any 
inconvenience
We appreciate that building work is sometimes 
disruptive and may cause inconvenience to 
people living in and around our building sites. 

We will do our best to minimise any disruption 
whilst we’re working on the development, but 
in the event of an issue, please contact  
cottier.grange@gentoohomes.com with  
details of your concern.

Site break-ins
We’re aware the site has been used by local 
residents over the years for a range of leisure 
activities. We respected this by leaving the 
site open to the public, despite being private 
land, for as long as physically possible before 
commencing demolition work. We took the 
decision to close the site to the public at 
this time to protect the health and safety of 
anyone intending to access the area. We’re 
pleased to report that criminal activity on the 
site has diminished since it was secured with 
a perimeter fence. Unfortunately, there are 
still occurrences of criminal activity on the 
site by either unbolting or cutting openings to 
the metal perimeter fencing. Not only posing 
a risk to themselves, this also makes the site 
vulnerable to entry by children who are often 
attracted to construction sites without fully 
understanding the risks and dangers. We have 
a security team based on site 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week and as breaches are discovered, 
they are secured and issues of criminal 
damage and trespass are now routinely 
reported to the police. We would ask for your 
help in keeping the site safe and if you’re aware 
of any criminal activity of this nature, to report 
this directly to the police.
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One of the most important parts of our building 
process is deciding on a name for our new 
developments. We’re delighted to tell you the 
old hospital site has been renamed ‘Cottier 
Grange’ after the famous 19th century Scottish 
artist, Daniel Cottier, who is responsible for 
designing the beautiful stained glass window in 
the Grade II listed Prudhoe Hall. 

Tradition is always important to us when 
working on new developments, and we intend 

Naming of the development and its streets
to engage with the local community and 
councillors on the naming of roads and streets 
on the new development to ensure tradition is 
embedded in the area. 

We’ll also continue to respect the people 
who have been honoured on the site with 
remembrance plaques and will endeavour to 
maintain their memory on the development.
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Who is Gentoo Homes?
Gentoo Homes is a premium housing developer based in the North East, with a number of 
live developments across the whole of the region. It is the residential development arm of 
Gentoo Group and has more than sixteen years experience in regeneration and building 
new homes, both for sale and affordable rent.

After standing derelict for a number of years,  
we are pleased to announce regeneration work 
is well underway to transform the old Prudhoe 
hospital site following our purchase of the  
land from the Homes and Communities 
Agency last year.

Gentoo will be investing £79million into the site 
to transform it into a development containing 
404 homes with new improved publically 
accessible amenity spaces.

We are supporting 140 full time jobs on 
the site and a further 215 full time jobs in 
the supply chain. We estimate we will add 
£18.5million per year to the Northumberland 
economy while we are working on the 
development. Once our work on the 
development is complete and the new homes 
are fully occupied, we estimate there will be 
£2.24million of net expenditure in shops and 
services in the local area as a result of these 
new homes.

Following a successful planning application 
to Northumberland County Council, we are 
currently in the process of demolishing the 
large number of disused buildings on the site 
to make way for a range of high quality and 
sustainable two to six bedroom homes, as  
well as a full refurbishment of the Grade II 
listed Prudhoe Hall into executive apartments.

We’re also upgrading the main access road 
from the B6395 which will run through the 
middle of the site to Prudhoe Hall, with 
pedestrian only access to Ferndene Hospital 
and Moor Road.

Footpath closure
In order to progress the development, 
we’re required to undertake some major 
infrastructure work, including a surface water 
drainage system, leading from the site to the 
Stanley Burn. Unfortunately this will require 
us to temporarily close the footpath which 
runs across the middle of the development 
between Park Avenue and the Burn, in order 
to keep the general public safe. We hope to 
have the first phase of the improvements 
completed by the summer, and, once they 
are completed, local residents will be able 
to benefit from new improved access to 
the Stanley Burn. We’re also working in 
partnership with Northumberland County 
Council who is looking to carry out its own 
improvements along the Stanley Burn at the 
same time.

We have investigated various alternative 
footpath routes through the site whilst the 
public right of way is closed, however, we 
have been unable to find a safe and secure 
substitute.

We’ve also been made aware of some 
concerns regarding the temporary closure of 
the public right of way. The public right of way 
will be closed from Park Avenue because of 
work that is to be completed on the electrical 
substation and the electrical lines that run up 
the footpath from the substation. This work 
will coincide with the installation of a surface 
water drainage system that will run into the 
Stanley Burn from the site.

We’re undertaking both pieces of work 
simultaneously to shorten the closure period 
and minimise disruption for local residents.

Protecting local wildlife
As part of our redevelopment of the site, we 
want to protect and preserve the local wildlife. 
One of the first things we did before we began 
demolishing the disused buildings was to  
work with a local ecologist to ensure the many 
bats inhabiting on the site were protected. 
Working with specialists we have provided a 
range of new habitats for the bats, including a 
purpose-built bat barn which is situated at the 
heart of the site.

Future works on site involve ecological features 
to the new roads and footpaths to help 
safeguard wildlife, such as drop kerbs, wildlife 
kerbs and further bat and bird boxes throughout 
the site.

Delivering a positive 
contribution to the local 
community
Gentoo is a responsible business with 
an embedded approach to corporate 
responsibility. We’ll be working on Cottier 
Grange for a number of years and we 
want to do our best to make a positive 
contribution to the local community. We 
have our own Volunteering Programme 
where we free up our staff to take part 
in local volunteering opportunities and 
would welcome suggestions from local 
residents in Prudhoe on how we can  
do this. We also have a small community 
fund which we’ll set aside to help local 
causes. 

Proud to work in Prudhoe
We’ve been working on plans for this 
development for a number of years and 
we are proud to have finally begun work on 
transforming the site. We understand the site 
has been used regularly by local residents 
for leisure purposes over many years and it’s 
our intention to re-open the site to the public 
in stages as we progress with our building 

work, improving amenity space for the local 
community. 

For more information, or to send us your 
suggestions, please email  
cottier.grange@gentoohomes.com.
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